DAYBREAKING NEWS
Message from Pastor Jeff, Dayspring UMC | Missions Update
“I can’t breathe.”
We just celebrated Pentecost, the birthday of the Church, which was marked by the rush of wind – the
Spirit – upon the disciples and all who gathered at that time and place. Recall that in Hebrew and Greek –
the languages of the bible – the word for spirit also means wind and breath. Breath is life.
We are profoundly troubled by the death of George Floyd. And by his last words, “I can’t breathe.”
The same words spoken by Eric Garner in 2014.
“I can’t breathe.”
We observed a moment of silence on Sunday for the family and loved ones of Mr. Floyd, who was
murdered last week in Minneapolis. In addition, we name and remember Ahmaud Arbery, Breonna Taylor,
Dion Johnson, and all those who have come tragically before them. We stand in solidarity with
communities rising up in protest across the country participating in a long history of freedom struggles.
We categorically condemn systemic racism and all violence. We are heartsick that struggles we believed
long-resolved are still painfully before us, lived every day by our brothers and sisters.
We find ourselves in the midst of two pandemics: one requires a yet-to-be-developed vaccine; the other
demands that we live the Gospel mandate to “love one another as I have loved you.” (John 13:34)
This Sunday, June 7, is Peace with Justice Sunday, one of six special Sundays designated by the UMC. It
is also Gun Violence Awareness Sunday. As we contemplate these two calls to action, we will consider
Paul’s credo: “There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female; for you are all one in Christ
Jesus.” (Galatians 3:28)
We seek understanding, for “truly it is the spirit in a mortal, the breath of the Almighty that makes for
understanding.” (Job 32:8) To that end, our leaders are exploring ways to move forward dialogue and action
through small group conversations, prayer vigils and book studies. Our Dayspring Church and Society
Team encourages each of us to call on legislative leaders to express our anger and frustration, and urge
them to work with urgency for justice, aﬃrming our stance as United Methodists: “We recognize racism
as sin and aﬃrm the ultimate and temporal worth of all persons.” Jennine Ballew, our Coordinator of
Youth Ministries and school counselor, suggests these resources for children and youth: https://
www.schoolcounselor.org/school-counselors/professional-development/learn-more/race-and-equityresources
Our bishop, Robert Hoshibata, invites us to join him in this prayer at this time:
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God, our Creator, in these times of incredible anxiety and challenge, we oﬀer a prayer that is not
related to the COVID-19 pandemic. It is a prayer about another pandemic that has been a scourge on our
human family for centuries. We pray for the end of violence and racism that persists and now threatens to
envelop us in the evil of hatred and the sin of violence against other humans.
Forgive us when we have allowed ourselves to be teased into believing that this sin is no longer. Help us
to realize that we have not yet achieved what you have proclaimed, that all persons are created by you and
loved by you. Give us the courage to speak and act for justice for all. We pray especially for our sisters and
brothers of color and in the memory of George Floyd, Ahmaud Arbery, Breonna Taylor and countless
others. Amen.
Let us work tirelessly to hasten the day when all can walk in safety and breathe the breath of life. “Let
everything that breathes praise the Lord.” (Psalm 150:6)
Grace and peace,
Pastor Jeﬀ

Missions Update
Hi church family, sure miss our Sunday fellowship together. We have received a letter from Heifer
International for giving to nurture hope for someone half a world away your compassion and generosity
for our open hearts and generous spirits your sharing was very appreciated. Our outreach project for
June is money for water where its needed on the Navajo reservation. With the corona virus out break the
lack of water has been very diﬃcult for them to endure. The Desert Southwest Conference will be
collecting the money. You will need to do electronically or send a check. Make check payable to:
DESERT SOUTHWEST CONFERENCE,
P.O. BOX 32830, PHOENIX, AZ 85064
WITH MEMO: ANNUAL CONFERENCE - MISSION PROJECT 2020 WATER - ALDERSGATE
I'm writing this on Pentecost Sunday the birth of the church, the gift of the Holy Spirit. I'm asking if
you are able to share your kindness love like Jesus for this Mission Project. Love Darlene
Borderlands P.O.W.W.O.W: Our volunteers processed about 300 produce orders at our May event. We
also received $235 from Borderlands for February and March.

June Birthdays
Jim Simmons, June 6; Gladys Mercer is 100 on June 9; Dave Rowe & Ruth Wymer, June 12, Gail Everts &
Linda Harmon, June 13; Lorraine Meno, June 16.

Pastor Update
Pastor Tom has started his summer hiatus. While he is spending his summer up north, Pastor Joel Bullock
and Amy Notbohm will be available! Joel can be reached at (602) 317-0639 or joel@dayspring-umc.org
and Amy is at (480) 302-1768 or amy@dayspring-umc.org.
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